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Heidelberg
Heidelberg is the German city 
most often described as Romantic, 
making it a favourite of travellers 
for more than 200 years.

Heidelberg owes its reputation to its setting, 
set off by its semi-ruined palatial castle Schloß 
Heidelberg above the river Neckar and its 
stone bridge Karl-Theodor-Brücke, known 
as Alte Brücke. Goethe, the towering figure 
of German culture, visited Heidelberg before 
1800 and wrote poems after spending time in 
the castle precinct. In 1805, amid the surge 
of Romantic creative energy and folklore 
research, the first of three volumes of folk 
songs and poetry in a compilation titled Des 
Knaben Wunderhorn was published by Achim 
von Arnim and Clemens Brentano. With their 
editing and composition they captured the 
spirit of German Romanticism. Landscapes 
by Turner, featuring the castle, widened its 
reputation, which grew in the US thanks to the 
travels and writings of Mark Twain. 

The remains of an early ancestor of modern 
man, named for the city, was discovered in the 
area in 1907 (see Museums below).

The ruins of a 9th century monastery 
and church overlook today’s city from 
the Heiligenberg, but Heidelberg does not 
appear in records until the end of the 12th 
century, when the counts of the so-called 
Rhine Palatinate (Pfalz) moved their seat 
to Heidelberg, being recognised as elector 
princes of the Holy Roman empire in 1356. 

A fortification on the site of today’s 
Schloß Heidelberg, below the Königstuhl, is 
mentioned early in the 13th century. In 1386 
Heidelberg’s university, Germany’s oldest, 
was founded by the elector prince Ruprecht 

I Karl and is often referred to as Ruprecht-
Karls-Universität or the Ruperto Carola. The 
city’s Jesuit order played an influential role, 
providing many professors and Baroque 
buildings.

But the city was to know tensions of faith. 
Early in the Reformation Luther visited the city 

and Heidelberg became a centre for Protestant 
debate. In 1563, the elector prince Frederick 
III had the Heidelberg Catechism written in 
an attempt to unify belief in the Palatinate by 
incorporating Calvinist (Reformed) ideas. The 
faiths were officially unified in 1821.

The Thirty Years War started in 1618 and 
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RAVEN QUICK GUIDE
Tourist information: Willy-Brandt-Platz 1 (tel 06221-5844444, Apr-Oct M-Sa 9-19, Su 10-
18, Nov-Mar M-Sa 9-18); Obere Neckarstraße 31 (tel 06221-5840244, Apr-Oct M-Sa 9-18, 
Su 10-17, Nov-Mar M-Sa 10-17); Marktplatz 10 (Apr-Oct M-F 8-17, Sa 9-15, Nov-Mar M-F 
8-17).
Accommodation service: Willy-Brandt-Platz 1; Obere Neckarstraße 31 (tel 06221-
5840226, email reservation@heidelberg-marketing.de).
Money: ReiseBank, Hauptbahnhof main hall (M-F 7.30-19, Sa 9-17, Su 9-13); Sparkasse 
Heidelberg, Hauptstraße 131 (M-W & F 9-12.30, 14-16, Th 9-12.30, 14-18); Volksbank 
Kurpfalz, Hauptstraße 46 (M-W & F 8.30-16, Th 8.30-18); Postbank Finanzcenter, 
Sofienstraße 8 (M-F 9.30-18, Sa 9-13).
Lockers: Hauptbahnhof main hall, (€7/5/3 per day).
Transit information: RNV Kundenzentrum am Hauptbahnhof, Kurfürsten-Anlage 62 (M-F 
10-18, Sa 10-15); BRN Kunden-Center, Hatschkestraße 34 (M-Th 7.30-16, F 7.30-14.30).
Post: Sofienstraße 8 (M-F 9.30-18, Sa 9-13).
Internet: Internet Lounge, Hauptbahnhof (M-Su 6.30-24); Starbucks Coffee, Hauptstraße 
137 (M-Th 7.30-21, F 7.30-22, Sa 9-22, Su 9-20) and Hauptstraße 25 (M-Th 8-20, F-Sa 
8-21, Su 10-19); Riegler, corner Plöck and Theaterstraße (M-F 7-18.30, Sa 7-17, Su 8-16).
Laundry: Waschtrommel Heidelberg, Rohrbacher Straße 10 (M-W 9-21, Th-Sa 9-20); 
Waschsalon Rosi, Römerstraße 50 (M-Tu & Th-F 9-18, W & Sa 9-13). 
Police: tel 110; Römerstraße 2 (tel 06221-990).
Pharmacy: Universitäts-Apotheke, Hauptstraße 114 (M-F 9-19, Sa 10-17); Hof-Apotheke, 
Bismarckplatz (M-F 9-20, Sa 9.30-18.30); Fortuna Apotheke Heidelberg, Kurfürstenanlage 
36 (M-F 7.30-18.30, Sa 9-13).
Ambulance: tel 112. 
Hospital: UniversitätsKlinikum Heidelberg, Im Neuenheimer Feld 110 (tel 06221-560).

Heidelberg’s location and architecture are best 
viewed from the Renaissance castle’s terraces.
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soon after the pro-Catholic Habsburg prince 
Ferdinand of Styria was ousted as king of 
Bohemia, replaced by the Palatine elector 
Frederick V. But Ferdinand soon became Holy 
Roman emperor. As capital of the Palatinate, 
Heidelberg suffered during the war, being 
ravaged by fire. Imperial troops under Tilly 
took the town in 1623 and the library of the 
Heiliggeistkirche, the Bibliotheca Palatina, 
was removed to Rome, out of Protestant 
hands. Heidelberg was again burnt in 1635. 
It is estimated about three-quarters of the 
Palatinate’s population died during this costly 
war. Works from the Bibliotheca Palatina were 
later returned and are now in the university 
library.

At the next outbreak of war, over the 
Palatinate succession in 1689, Heidelberg was 
attacked during a French invasion. In 1693 the 
French king Louis XIV destroyed the castle and 
most of Heidelberg. The elector princes moved 
to Mannheim. But the career of the Baroque 
architect Johann Adam Breunig benefited as 
he supplied replacement structures, including 
the main university building and other notable 
Altstadt monuments.

Architecture of the 19th and early 20th 
centuries is best represented by the Wilhelmine 
and Jugendstil (Art Nouveau) buildings in 
the Weststadt district, south of Ringstraße, 
and Bahnhofstraße beneath the hill Gaisberg. 
Villas of the period overlook the Neckar from 
its north bank in the Neuenheim district, 
between Berliner Straße and Brückenstraße.

Germany’s first president, Friedrich Ebert, 
was born in Pfaffengasse in the Altstadt and 
the family house is now a museum.

The city escaped World War II with little 
damage and in 1945 US troops occupied 
Heidelberg and made it a headquarters, 
beginning an American association that 
continues through its tourist popularity. 

Altstadt
The old town, with the castle at the south-east 
end, is joined by the east-west Hauptstraße, 
one of Germany’s longest pedestrian zones. It 
is the natural sightseeing walk linking the main 
historical sites, including the old university 
precinct, churches and market squares. Alte 
Brücke crosses the river Neckar near the 
Altstadt’s east end. Further east, Hauptstraße 
joins the Neckar near Karlstor, from where the 
river’s south bank can be followed back west 
on Neckarstaden past the Zeughaus.

Information
Heidelberg Tourist Information (www.
heidelberg-marketing.de) is outside the 
Hauptbahnhof at Willy-Brandt-Platz 1. At 
the east end of the Altstadt are offices at 
Neckarmünzplatz (Obere Neckarstraße 31) 
and the Rathaus (Marktplatz 10). 

Thalia Bücher (M-Sa 10-20) at Hauptstraße 
86 has photo studies and Heidelberg guides in 
English on the ground floor of its store, though 
the maps on offer are in German. Cheaper, and 
as useful as any, is Stadtplan Heidelberg mit 
Panoramakarte at €2.50 from the Schmitt und 
Hahn shop at the Hauptbahnhof.

Schöning Verlag’s Heidelberg on the 
Neckar (€6.95) covers a lot in its 128 pages. 
BKB Verlag’s Three Days in Heidelberg 
(€4.50) is lightweight and general.

The free Heidelberg4you wi-fi service,  
with online registration, is available at 160 
points in the city. Key areas are Altstadt  

squares, along Hauptstraße, the castle precincts, 
and the north side of the Hauptbahnhof.

Transport
Apart from the many Deutsche Bahn daily fast 
trains on the Frankfurt-Mannheim-Stuttgart-
Munich line, DB Regio services connect 
Heidelberg with Mannheim and Stuttgart (both 
about 40 minutes) about every two hours, 
On the S-Bahn, the S1, 2, 3 and 4 lines link 
Heidelberg and Mannheim. Direct Frankfurt-

Heidelberg local trains (about 90 minutes) 
run hourly. Verkehrsverbund Rhein-Neckar 
(VRN) information and tickets are available 
at the DB Reisezentrum (M-F 7-20, Sa-Su 
9-19) in the main hall at the Hauptbahnhof and 
the Rhein-Neckar-Verkehr (RNV) customer 
points listed below.

The DB Information booth (M-Su 6-24) is 
near platform 1 at the Hauptbahnhof.

The ZOB at Willy-Brandt-Platz on the 
north side of the Hauptbahnhof is the stopping 

MUSEUMS & GALLERIES
A summary of Heidelberg museums is available in English at www.heidelberg-marketing.
de/kultur/museen-und-ausstellungen. Below are the city’s most interesting and 
characteristic offerings.
At the Kurpfälzisches Museum (Tu-Sa 10-18, €3/1.80, Su 10-18 €1.80/1.20), in the 
elegant 18th century Palais Morass at Hauptstraße 97, are the local historical and 
archaeological collections, as well as interiors including a Rococo room. Among the 
numerous prints, drawings and paintings are Romantic works associated with Heidelberg 
by Carl Rottman, Carl Philipp Fohr and Bernhard Fries, portraits of Palatine rulers, Dutch 
paintings of the 17th and 18th centuries, Baroque sculptures and models of Alte Brücke. 
The prized exhibit is Tilman Riemenschnieder’s 16th century late Gothic carving of Christ 
and the apostles, the Windesheimer Zwölfbotenaltar.
Deutsches Apothekenmuseum (Apr-Oct M-Su 10-18, Nov-Mar 10-17.30, except 
Christmas Day and shortened hours Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve) is the national 
pharmacy museum in the Ottheinrichsbau of the castle and covered by the Schloßticket 
(€7/4), including castle grounds access and the return trip on the Bergbahn. 
Universitätsmuseum (Apr-Oct Tu-Su 10-18, Nov-March Tu-Sa 10-16, €3/2.50) in the 
Alte Universität building at Universitätsplatz covers six centuries of the university’s history 
and culture and leading figures associated with it, including Robert Bunsen, Max Weber, 
Hannah Arendt and Anna Seghers. The entry ticket includes the old student detention 
quarters the Studentenkarzer (Apr-Oct M-Sa 10-16) in Augustinergasse und the ornate old 
auditorium, the Alte Aula.
The university’s Antikenmuseum und Abguss-Sammlung (Su 11-13 & W 15-17 during 
university semesters, entry free) is in the Neues Kollegiengebäude, housing the university’s 
faculty of Classical archaeology, at Marstallhof 4. On the ground floor is a collection of 
Classical sculpture and reliefs, much of which is visible behind glass from outside. On the 
upper floor is a collection of Mediterranean pottery, sculpture, coins and jewellery.
The Friedrich-Ebert-Haus (Tu-W & F-Su 10-18, Th 10-20, entry free) at Pfaffengasse 
18 is the birth home of Ebert, first president of Germany’s doomed Weimar Republic. 
The exhibits cover Ebert’s early life, the turbulent history of Germany in his lifetime, and 
German democracy. Audio guides in English are available.
Museum für Sakrale Kunst und Liturgie (Jun-Oct Tu-Sa 10-17, Su 13-17, Nov-May Sa 
10-17, Su 13-17, €3/2.50) at Merianstraße 1 covers church art, reliquaries and vestments, 
but the striking pieces are the treasury of 18th century gold and silver objects, many 
commissioned by electors, and a church bell from about 1400.
Dokumentations- und Kulturzentrum Deutscher Sinti und Roma (Tu 9.30-19.45, 
W-F 9.30-16.30, Sa-Su 11-16.30, entry free) at Bremeneckgasse 2 records the lives, 
contribution, persecution and Nazi genocide of the two Romany minorities of Germany — 
the Sinti, resident in central Europe since medieval times, and the Roma, from southern 
Europe. Both groups have been associated with the derogatory term “gypsy” and its 
German equivalent.
The Carl Bosch Museum Heidelberg (F-W 10-17, €3.50/2) at Schloß-Wolfsbrunnenweg 
46 documents the contribution and legacy of the Nobel Prize-winning Bosch, who 
developed a process for synthesising ammonia cheaply for fertiliser production. The 
museum, including the Museum am Ginkgo and Museum auf Achse extensions and special 
exhibitions, has workshop and laboratory reconstructions of the chemical and industrial 
processes. Audio guides are available. Take bus 30 to Villa Schmeil and walk 150m west. 
The Museum für Geowissenschaften (M-F 9-17, entry free), Im Neuenheimer Feld 
235, displays geology, mineralogy and fossils and is the centre of a collection of 300,000 
pieces, plus the lower jaw of Homo heidelbergensis — a hominid believed to have been 
an ancestor of both Neanderthal man, though the relationship to modern man is uncertain. 
Take tram 21 or 24 or bus 24, 31 or 37 to Technologiepark.
Völkerkundemuseum (W-Sa 14-18, Su 11-18, €7/5) in the Palais Weimar at Hauptstraße 
235 includes ethnographic exhibits from Asia, Africa and the Pacific, based on the 
collections of the metallurgical engineer and businessman Victor Goldschmidt.
The Deutsches Verpackungs-Museum (W-F 13-18, Sa-Su 11-18, €5/3), through the 
portal at Hauptstraße 22, is a small museum of packaging design and branding in a 
restored church building, displaying packaging as a reflection of society and its changes. 
There are famous names to be seen, but English text is lacking. A virtual tour is at the 
website www.verpackungsmuseum.de.

http://www.heidelberg-marketing.de
http://www.heidelberg-marketing.de
http://www.heidelberg-marketing.de/kultur/museen-und-ausstellungen
http://www.heidelberg-marketing.de/kultur/museen-und-ausstellungen
http://www.verpackungsmuseum.de


The red sandstone castle Schloß Heidelberg, part-ruined, has become a monument 
because of its size and idyllic setting. Early in the 13th century a fortress on the site 
is mentioned, described as the residence of the Rhine-Palatinate elector princes. Two 
castles were built, but the upper one was wrecked by lightning in the 16th century. The 
elector Ruprecht III, who was German king in the early 15th century, enlarged the lower 
castle and it was further extended over the next two centuries. Its appearance today is in 
Renaissance style, much as it was when the terraced gardens known as Hortus Palatinus 
were laid out 1615-19. These works, under Friedrich IV and Friedrich V, were never 
completed due to the Thirty Years War. Late in the 17th century the castle was attacked 
by the French and its defences and many features of the gardens were destroyed. In 
1720 the castle was abandoned as principal electoral residence. In the 1760s the partly 
restored castle burned after further lightning strikes. But the 19th century Romantic 
movement revered it and in 1810 the French count Charles de Graimberg began a 
campaign to preserve the ruin. Its terraces still provide a superb view of the Altstadt and 
Neckar. Figures of rulers from Charlemagne to Friedrich IV are shown in the niches 
of the Friedrichsbau (early 1600s, partly rebuilt before 1900), which represents much 
of the intact part of the castle. The preserved facade of the Ottheinrichsbau (1550s) 
houses the national pharmacy museum (see Museums), and the Fassbau. Its giant keg, 
the Großes Fass, the largest of three, has a capacity of 220,000 litres. Access to the 
grounds is through the Schloßticket (M-Su 8-18, €7/4), covering the Bergbahn return 
trip to the castle, access to the castle area and Grosses Faß, and entry to the pharmacy 
museum (Apr-Oct M-Su 10-18, Nov-Mar 10-17.30, except Christmas Day and shortened 
hours Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve).  To tour the grounds, an audio guide is 
available in English for €5 and the deposit of a passport. It is worth going up to Schloß-
Wolfsbrunnenweg above and behind the castle to get an overall view of the layout. Access 
to the intact parts of the castle is by the one-hour guided tour only (in English M-F 11.15-
16.15, Sa-Su 10.15-16.15, €5/2.50, families €12.50). Children under 6 go free, visitors 
15 or over pay full fee. For the popular Bergbahn option for reaching the castle, see the 
Transit section. Otherwise, the Kurzer Buckel steps (there are about 300) start near the 
Zwingerstraße Bergbahn station and enter the castle precinct near the ticket office, while 
the cobbled Burgweg, slippery when wet, winds uphill in a 10 to 15-minute climb.

The church Heiliggeistkirche (M-Sa 11-17, Su 
12.30-17.30) at Marktplatz was begun at the end 
of the 14th century to replace a Romanesque 
predecessor and was slowly completed in late 
Gothic. The Baroque dome was added in the 18th 
century. From its early days, its galleries housed a 
library that came to be known as the Bibliotheca 
Palatina, which was removed to the Vatican in the 
17th century. Many books were later returned. 
The church was the burial place of the Palatine 
elector princes but of these only the tomb of 
elector Ruprecht III — the Holy Roman emperor 
— and his consort remains. The church was a 
place of worship for both Reformed (Calvinist) 
Protestants and Catholics, who were divided by a 
wall from 1706 until 1936. The interior is spare, 
except for vault paintings in the nave. The tip of 
the spire is just over 80m high. The tower can 
be climbed for €2 (concession €1, children free), 
but hours may be shortened in winter. For regular 
church music, see the Performance section.
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point for long-distance buses.  FlixBus-
MeinFernbus offers about 30 Frankfurt 
Hauptbahnhof daily direct services (70 
minutes to two hours), about 20 Frankfurt 
airport direct services (65-95 minutes) and 
more than 20 daily direct services Stuttgart 
(Vaihingen, airport or Kornwestheim stops, 
100 minutes to 2½ hours). 

Berlin Linien Bus operates twice daily 
Frankfurt direct services (about 90 minutes). 
Eurolines-Deutsche Touring has Munich 
services (seven hours 15 minutes) and 
twice weekly Stuttgart services (3 hours 45 
minutes). DeinBus has direct services of 
varying frequency to and from Frankfurt (65-
100 minutes) and Stuttgart (Thursday, Friday, 
Sunday and Monday, 100 minutes to 2¼ 
hours).

The Heidelberg-Speyer regional bus 
717 uses stop 5 on the north side of the 
Hauptbahnhof.  

VRN is the regional transport authority, 
setting fares for S-Bahn RheinNeckar trains 
to and from Mannheim, Ludwigshafen, 
Karlsruhe, Mainz, Worms and Speyer. But the 
VRN region covers a sizable chunk of south 
central Germany, including areas west of 
Kaiserslautern to the Saarland border and as 
far as Würzburg in the east. The timetable and 
fare information sections of the VRN website 
(www.vrn.de) have tabs in English. 

Lockers — in three sizes with a central pay 
centre and multilingual instructions — are in a 
side corridor of the Hauptbahnhof main hall. 
The Bahnhofsmission (M-F 9-13, Sa-Su 13-15 
or 14-16) is adjacent.
City transit: Within the VRN regional 
framework outlined above, RNV coordinates 
tram and bus travel around Heidelberg. In 
places such as the central Bismarckplatz, 
buses follow the tram tracks. Ticket machines 
at the major hubs, the Hauptbahnhof and 
Bismarckplatz, can be dark blue, purple or 
a claret colour, depending on their vintage. 
Tickets are also available from bus drivers.

The RNV Kundenzentrum am 
Hauptbahnhof (M-F 10-18, Sa 10-15) at 
Kurfürstenanlage 62 can provide advice and 
information as well as sell tickets. Other RNV 
ticket points are Tabakwaren Scheuring at 
Hauptstraße 172, the BRN Kunden-Center 
at Hatschkestraße 34 (M-Th 7.30-16, F 7.30-
14.30) and the DJH hostel Jugendherberge 
Heidelberg International at Tiergartenstraße 5.

The S-Bahn and RNV network reach key 
points surrounding the Altstadt. From the 
Hauptbahnhof, S1, 2, 5 and 51 reach the Altstadt 
station (at the east end, near Karlstor), bus 32 
runs via Bismarckplatz and Kongresshaus 
along the Neckar bank to Universitätsplatz, 
bus 33 stops at Bismarckplatz, Peterskirche, 
the Rathaus/Bergbahn stop above Kornmarkt 
and the Altstadt station, bus 34 crosses the 
Neckar, and tram 21 runs to Bismarckplatz.

Night Moonliner (M class) buses operate 
hourly on selected routes from midnight. 

For city short trips, such as Hauptbahnhof 
to Altstadt stops, tickets cost €1.30. Adult 
tickets for a single trip (including a change) 
cost €2.50. The same ticket for children aged 
6-14 costs €1.80. 

Day tickets (€6.50) are available for one 
adult. Each adult can take their children or 
grandchildren under 15 free. Day tickets for 
two adults cost €9.20 and tickets are offered 
up to €17.30 for five people. A youth group 
day ticket for five people, of whom four must 



The arched east city gate Karlstor, built in honour of 
the elector Karl Theodor by the townspeople, follows in 
Neoclassical form the Roman pattern of a triumphal arch 
over Hauptstraße at the east end of the Altstadt. It was 
completed in 1781, replacing the former Jakobspforte gate, 
and dungeons were dug below. Karl Theodor’s heraldic 
arms face east and depictions of the elector and his wife 
face west. The people’s gratitude to their elector did not 
stop some complaining about the building cost. Some 
of this went to the architect, Nicholas de Pigage, master 
builder of the Düsseldorf palace Schloß Benrath.

The facade of the 1701 Baroque Rathaus building (M 
& W-F 8-18, Tu 8-16) at Marktplatz was embellished 
sculpturally by Heinrich Charrasky. It replaced the 
building destroyed during attacks on Heidelberg 
during the Thirty Years War. The Palatine electoral 
arms appear at the centre, a complex including the 
Wittelsbach family pattern. The Neorenaissance great 
hall has windows and paintings by Karl Hoffacker 
depicting events in Palatine history. The north wing 
was added in the 1880s and the Neobaroque south 
wing after a 1908 fire. A facade tower was removed 
but a bell tower was added on the east side in 1961. 
The chimes sound daily at 7pm. A statue of Hercules 
stands in the square before the facade.

The 200m stone bridge Alte Brücke over the Neckar is 
also known as Karl-Theodor-Brücke. The Neckar was 
bridged in Roman times and wooden bridges on stone 
piles existed from the 12th century, repeatedly wrecked 
by flooding. The early 17th century bridge was roofed in 
a drawing by Matthäus Merian. Rebuilding in stone on 
old foundations was completed by Matthias Mayer for the 
elector Karl Theodor in 1788 after the last wooden bridge 
was destroyed by ice and flood. A statue of Karl Theodor 
was built at the city end to mark the occasion, with others 
of the river saint Johann Nepomuk and the goddess Athena 
(Minerva). The gated, twin-towered portal Brückentor goes 
back to medieval times. Defending German forces blew up 
two piles in 1945 but the bridge was repaired in 1947.

The ornate late 16th century house Haus zum Ritter, 
built at Hauptstraße 178 by a Huguenot cloth merchant, 
is one of the few enduring Renaissance buildings in 
the city and the only house to survive the destruction 
of 1693. Its facade, with ornate gable and oriels, was 
inspired by that of the Ottheinrichsbau of Schloß 
Heidelberg. One of the gable inscriptions, “Persta 
invicta, Venus”, means “beauty, remain undefeated”. The 
figure of St Georg was added to the apex of the roof in 
1705, giving the house its present name. The building 
and its endurance inspired the wonder of the writer 
Victor Hugo. It is now a hotel.

The Baroque Catholic parish church Heilig Geist 
Jesuitenkirche in Schulgasse was attached to the 
Jesuit seminary and marks the Jesuit quarter next to the 
university precinct. The choir was built in the early 18th 
century to plans by Johann Adam Breunig and the nave 
completed as part of a second phase in the 1750s. The 
tower was added in the 1870s. From 2001 it was restored 
with an open interior including stucco capitals, Rococo 
touches and marbelled main altar. The church is open 
daily (May-Sep 9.30-18, Oct-Apr 9.30-17), but note 
service times (Su 10 and 11.30). A museum of church 
art (Jun-Oct Tu-Sa 10-17, Su 13-17, Nov-May Sa 10-17, 
Su 13-17, €3/2.50) is attached, as is the Jesuit college 
building.
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be 17 or under, costs €11.10. Three-day tickets 
for one adult cost €15.80, one-week tickets 
€22.70.

Bicycle tickets for single trips cost €1.80. A 
mobile phone range of tickets (Handy Tickets) 
is available using the app in the Download 
section at www.rnv-online.de/tickets/handy-
ticket.html.
Taxis: Taxis queue to the east or west of 
the Hauptbahnhof north exit, on the east 
side of Bismarckplatz, at the top end of 
Universitätsplatz, and below Alte Brücke at 
Am Brückentor. 
Bicycles: VRN takes part in the Nextbike 
scheme with bikes stored at the top end of 
Universitätsplatz. Information is available 
there in English, but for an outline of the 
system go to www.nextbike.net.
Funicular railway: The Heidelberger 
Bergbahn, in two parts, is the easy way up 
to the castle (€5/3.50 one way, €7/4 return). 
These rates include castle grounds entry. All 
but the very fit wanting the Königstuhl view 
(see views below) will opt for the longer ride 
(€9/6.50 one way, €12/10 return, families €28-
34 return). 

The journey starts just above Kornmarkt 
at the Zwingerstraße Bergbahn station, where 
a short wait at the gates may be necessary 
as cars are limited. Take bus 33 to Rathaus/
Bergbahn. Timetables vary between summer 
(late Mar-early Oct, every 10 minutes, M-Su 
9-20.30) and winter (every 20 minutes, M-Su 
9-17.45). At the Molkenkur station between 
the castle and Königstuhl, travellers change 
from modern funicular cars to historical 
wagons and there is a separate scale of fares 
for this journey only. Visit www.bergbahn-
heidelberg.de for all details.

HeidelbergCARD
The card covers the so-called Schloßticket 
(which includes the Bergbahn funicular 
railway ride to Schloß Heidelberg) as well 
as travel on VRN buses, trams and trains and 
second-class travel in the Heidelberg 125 fare 
zone on DB’s RE, SB and S-Bahn trains. 

There are small discounts for the city 
and castle sightseeing tour, the Altstadt and 
university walking tours, the open-top bus 
sightseeing tour and the Naturally Heidelberg 
tour. There are also discounts at a range 
of museums, including the Kurpfälzisches 
Museum, Heidelberg Zoo and some restaurant, 
cafe and tavern offers. All these are listed in 
the accompanying booklet.

The adult single card is available for one, 
two or four days (€15/17/19). A two-day 
family card (€36) covers either two adults plus 
three children under 16 or one adult plus four 
children. Cards are valid until midnight on 
the last day and are available from the three 
tourist offices (see above), the Kurpfälzisches 
Museum, the DJH hostel and selected hotels 
(see below) or Käthe Wohlfahrt, Hauptstraße 
124 at Universitätsplatz. 

Tours
A 90-minute Altstadt walking tour is available 
in English (Apr-Oct Th-Sa 10.30, €8/6) 
from the Rathaus main door at Marktplatz. 
A bilingual two-hour city and castle tour 
(Sa 11.30, €23/20 with €2 discount for 
HeidelbergCARD) departs from the Karlsplatz 
information board and bus stop.

For these tours, five participants is the 
minimum, and concession applies to students 

http://www.rnv-online.de/tickets/handy-ticket.html
http://www.rnv-online.de/tickets/handy-ticket.html
http://www.nextbike.net
http://www.bergbahn-heidelberg.de
http://www.bergbahn-heidelberg.de
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under 28 or disability pass holders. The tour 
does not operate on the day of Heidelberger 
Herbst in late September. Tickets are available 
from tourist offices (or guides if out of hours). 
German speakers can join Altstadt tours daily 
any time of year, the city-castle tours Thursdays 
and Saturdays, as well as a 90-minute Altstadt 
university tour (€9.50/7.50) and Christmas 
market tours on Advent Saturdays. Check 
times for these, or details of bilingual Segway 
tours, at tourist offices.

Heidelberg cabrio-sightseeing (www.
cabrio-sightseeing.de) offers a 40-minute bus 
tour from Karlsplatz in a convertible bus using 
audio guides. The route circles the Altstadt and 
crosses the Neckar twice, but does not include 
the castle or vantage points. Tickets (€9, €8 
with HeidelbergCARD, children 6-12 €6, 
under 6 free) are available from tourist offices 
or online. Daily tours leave on the hour (Apr-
Oct 10-17, Nov-Mar 10-16).

Cruises
Weisse Flotte Heidelberg (weisse-flotte-
heidelberg.de, tel 06221-20181) has a ticket 
office and wharves at Neckarstaden 25, by 
the Stadthalle at Montpellierplatz. Annual 
booklets and timetables including theme 
cruises are available in English.

Among the Weisse Flotte Neckar cruises is 
the 50-minute Heidelberg round trip (€8/3.50, 
late May-Oct W-M), departing on the hour, 
with stops at Alte Brücke, Neuenheim and 
the Marriott Hotel west of Theodor-Heuss-
Brücke. Lower fares are available based on 
stops, as well as day tickets (€10/5).

Two or three-hour round-trip Weisse 
Flotte castle cruises as far as Neckargemünd 
(€14/7.50) or Neckarsteinach (€15/8, families 
€38) depart five or six times daily. Child fares 
apply for ages 5-14 and bicycles are carried at 
a discount to a child fare. Mannheim two-hour 
harbour round trips (€12.50/6) run twice daily 
Fridays from early June to mid-September.

The Neckarsonne glass and steel solar 
cruise ship (www.hdsolarschiff.com) takes 
50-minute cruises (Apr-Oct Tu-Su 10-18, 
€8/3.50) six times daily from Alte Brücke. 
Tickets are available on board but first and last 
trips on days in April and October depend on 
reservations. Guests should arrive 15 minutes 
before departure. 

Views
The best Altstadt view is from the Schloß 
Heidelberg terrace (see Schloß Heidelberg 
below). Heiligenberg, reached by the classical 
route of the Philosophenweg, offers the best 
view of the whole city and castle. The short 
cut from the north end of Alte Brücke is the 
Schlangenweg, which as the name suggests 
snakes its way up to meet the Philosophenweg 
opposite and about level with the castle. It’s 
hard to recommend as a winter or wet-weather 
option because of its steepness and stone 
construction. In the dark a torch is essential. 
Small lookouts are provided on the way up 
but a better view is from Philosophenweg, 
especially just above the junction with the 
Schlangenweg.

The Königstuhl, part of the Odenwald 
range with elevation almost 570m, is more 
than 4km above the castle at average grades 
of nine in 100. For funicular railway access, 
see the Transit section above. Molkenkur 
Bergbahn station gives easy access to walking 
trails on the mountain. The summit view from 

The Lutheran Providenzkirche (M-Su 9-18) at 
Hauptstraße 90 was completed in 1661 at the direction 
of the elector Karl Ludwig to designs by Theodor 
Reber. It was wrecked by war in 1693, but rebuilt in 
1721 by Johann Jakob Rischer, when the tower was 
added. The church is testament to the period when the 
Lutheran and Calvinist confessions were separate, an 
important feature of life in Heidelberg for almost 300 
years. The Neorenaissance interior and stucco on the 
ceiling is from the late 19th century.

Haus zum Riesen at Hauptstraße 52 is an early 18th 
century Baroque house built by Johann Adam Breunig 
for the general Eberhard von Venningen, who is the 
subject of the central sculpture — the “giant” of the 
building’s name — by Heinrich Charrasky. The building 
used stones from the blown-up Schloß Heidelberg, 
which was for a time quarried for stone. The building 
was in university use in the 1850s and was the site of 
studies into spectral analysis by the chemist Robert 
Bunsen — who is represented by the statue facing 
the building on the other side of the street — and the 
chemist Gustav Kirchhoff.

The Palais Morass is a magnificent Baroque house 
at Hauptstraße 97 built in 1712 by Johann Adam 
Breunig for the university rector Johann Philipp von 
Moras. Its facade, with arched portal and balcony, 
grand staircase and banquet hall show the style of the 
city’s leading academics. A Rococo room interior is 
another highlight. In contrast, its predecessor, before 
the destruction of 1693, was an infirmary for the 
poor. The building was in the 19th century occupied 
by a medical professor. Since 1906 it has housed 
the Kurpfälzisches Museum (see Museums), based 
on the antiquities collection of the count Charles de 
Graimberg, saviour of Schloß Heidelberg.

The Baroque Alte Universität building by Johann Adam 
Breunig at Universitätsplatz is early 18th century. The 
history of Germany’s oldest university goes back to the 
14th century, but the building — known from the outset 
as Domus Wilhelmina after the elector Johann Wilhelm 
— became known as the “old” university when a new 
building appeared opposite in the 1930s. The ornate and 
panelled late 19th century Neorenaissance auditorium 
Alte Aula in the west wing has ceiling and wall frescoes 
and galleries. It includes the Universitätsmuseum (see 
Museums). The fountain Löwenbrunnen, with crowned 
lion, sword and orb, stands opposite the clock tower and 
was an important source of drinking water. Picture: © 
Universität Heidelberg Kommunikation und Marketing.

The sandstone Universitätsbibliothek, a leading library 
of German literature with more than a million volumes, 
belongs to the early 20th century, but among its precious 
manuscripts are examples of medieval bookmaking. These 
include the illuminated 14th century Codex Manesse or 
Große Heidelberger Liederhandschrift, with illustrations 
of and works by more than 130 medieval minstrels 
(Minnesänger) — who included the Holy Roman emperor 
Heinrich IV, knights and other classes. The images 
show contemporary courtly life. Another survival is the 
13th century law text Sacshenspiegel and parts of the 
Bibliotheca Palatina. The main library entrance is at Plöck 
107. In the upstairs display, open to the public (M-Su 10-18, 
entry free), pages from manuscripts are regularly shown. 

http://weisse-flotte-heidelberg.de
http://weisse-flotte-heidelberg.de
http://www.hdsolarschiff.com
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the balcony at Königstuhl Bergbahn station 
reputedly extends more than 40km on clear 
days, although the heavens are the target of 
two observatories on the mountain. The deck 
of the Fernsehturm, one of three towers at the 
peak, is no longer accessible. 

The tower of Heiliggeistkirche at 
Kornmarkt offers a river and Altstadt view and 
the climb costs €2/1.

Parks & gardens
The remains of the Schloß Heidelberg gardens 
are on its terraces. Walks around the Gaisberg 
south of the Altstadt include the 2.5km 
Gaisbergweg and the 4km Rindenhäusleweg, 

leading from the Blockhaus on Gaisbergerweg. 
Near the carpark is one of two arboretums with 
giant North American trees. 

The so-called Historischer Pfad is a path 
leading up the Gaisberg from the west end of 
the Gaisbergtunnel near Adenauerplatz. The 
path winds around redoubts of the imperial 
general Tilly’s occupation of Heidelberg in 
the 17th century, including batteries and the 
commander’s camp above the castle. For 
details of the paths higher on the Königstuhl, 
ask at tourist offices.

Heidelberg Zoo (Apr-Sep M-Su 9-19, 
Mar & Oct M-Su 9-18, adults €10.20, children 
age 3-17 €5.10, families €18-28.20; Nov-

Feb M-Su 9-17, €8.20/4.10, families €14.40-
22.60) at Tiergartenstraße 3 has exotic species 
as well as European animals and seals. Take 
bus 31 to Zoo.

Markets
Altstadt markets are held at Friedrich-Ebert-
Platz Tuesday and Friday (Apr-Sep 7-13, Oct-
Mar 8-13) and Thursday (15-20). Saturday 
markets (7-14) are in the traditional location, 
Marktplatz. In Neuenheim, north of the 
Neckar, there are Wednesday and Saturday 
markets (Apr-Sep 7-13, Oct-Mar 8-13) at 
Marktplatz near the north end of Theodor-
Heuss-Brücke.

Saturday flea markets (6-14) are held 
at Messplatz Kirchheimer Weg, subject to 
other events, generally every 14 days. Check 
www.heidelberg.de/hd,Lde/HD/Erleben/
Flohmaerkte.html.

Christmas markets (M-Su 11-22) are 
held in locations including Bismarckplatz, 
Universitätsplatz, Theaterplatz, Marktplatz, 
Kornmarkt and Karlsplatz from late November 
to a few days before Christmas. Market stalls 
have in recent years been set up in the castle 
grounds, but in 2016 these were cancelled, 
apparently due to the seasonal arrival of bats, 
which are protected animals. 

Events
The Heidelberger Herbst street festival on 
the last Saturday of September includes public 
stage performances and street stalls. During 
Christmas markets from late November the 
Rathaus facade is illuminated with Christmas 
motifs. The official market opening is 
conducted from the balcony of the town hall 
by the figure of the Christkind.

Food
Italian flavours are featured at Restaurant 
Kurpfälzisches Museum (M-Su 11-23) in 
the museum precinct at Hauptstraße 97. The 
restaurant offers most courses under €20 
and indoor-outdoor service. There are many 
places to eat in Heidelberg, but it seems wrong 
to pass up the chance to eat good food in a 
leafy courtyard with Baroque backdrop and a 
fountain splashing quietly in the foreground.

The name Perkeo (M-Su 9-1) at 
Hauptstraße 75 recalls one of the city’s 
colourful characters and the restaurant-cafe’s 
decor, location and traditional fare attract 
plenty of custom. 

Mahmoud’s (M-Su 11.30-23) at 
Merianstraße 3 (enter Heugasse), produces 
filling Arab or vegetarian and vegan dishes for 
no more than €7, making it a popular student 
haunt for falafels or sit-down meals. 

Another inexpensive option is Cafe 
Extrablatt (M-Th 8-2, F-Sa 8-3, Su 9-1) at 
Hauptstraße 53. Nordsee (M-W 10-20, Th-
Sa 10-21, Su 11-18) is at two Hauptstraße 
locations, No.20 and No.40. Dean & David 
(M-Sa 11-21, Su 12-20) has vegetarian, vegan 
and other options at Poststraße 4.

Meet & drink
Hauptstraße is a long cafe and bar stretch with 
no shortage of options. For quieter cafes, try 
Plöck and Märzgasse. 

Villa Cafe-Bistro at Hauptstraße 187 is 
a popular Altstadt meeting place as well as 
providing a full breakfast including omelette, 
rolls, meats and a croissant that feels more like 
brunch for under €12.

The Marstall or Altes Zeughaus at Neckarstaden 
is the oldest architecture in the city, built of regional 
sandstone with four corner towers. The frontage of 
more than 130m to the river’s south bank allowed 
river craft to unload directly in front. In the early 16th 
century the arsenal (Zeughaus) was housed there, 
but the stables (Marstall) in the south section were 
wrecked in 1693. The remaining buildings were later 
used as barracks and as a hospital. The popular Mensa 
or university cafeteria, named Zeughaus, and its cafe 
are now housed in the structure, with remodelled 
interiors, along with the university administration. 
But the courtyard and outer aspects of the surviving 
buildings are largely preserved.   

The city’s parish church Peterskirche, on Plöck in the south of 
the Altstadt, had a Romanesque forerunner, built late in the 12th 
century. The church became Protestant in the 16th century, from 
which today’s late Gothic appearance mostly comes. In the 17th 
century fires damaged the church extensively, but it was repaired 
before being wholly taken over by the university in the 1890s 
and remodelled. The Neogothic features were removed in the 
1960s. Since 2000 there has been extensive interior renovation 
and nine replacement windows by Johannes Schreiter have been 
installed. The church is still used by the university community 
and for hundreds of years citizens, including the university’s 
founding rector Marsilius von Inghen, have been buried there and 
in the surrounding graveyard. Epitaphs of prominent academics 
and electoral court figures are on the walls inside and outside.

Palais Weimar at Hauptstraße 235 was one of several small 
Heidelberg palaces maintained by princes, military officers 
and senior academics, built along Classical lines early in the 
18th century by Johann Adam Breunig for the city commander 
Johann von Freudenberg-Mariotte. It was later used as a calico 
factory. But it is now named for its later owner, the rich grand 
duke Wilhelm Ernst von Sachsen-Weimar-Eisenach, heir to 
the Weimar cultural heritage, claimant to the Dutch throne and 
a prince who carried no less than 10 Christian names and five 
separate titles. The titles became meaningless after the 1918 
revolution and the grand duke abdicated. The building in 1921 
passed to the Von Partheim Stiftung for ethnography, founded 
by the metallurgical engineer Victor Goldschmidt, and became 
the Völkerkundemuseum (see Museums).

The tower Hexenturm, in the inner courtyard of the 
Neue Universität, through the portal off Grabenstraße, 
is all that remains of Heidelberg’s 13th century town 
defences. Its name recalls the 15th century witch 
persecutions of the region, but it seems unlikely it was 
used to imprison them, as the name comes from the late 
17th century. Its original pitched roof was wrecked in 
the 1690s war. The tower was also known as Diebsturm 
after a period in use as a cell for thieves. It now houses 
a memorial for students and teachers fallen in World 
War I.



Accommodation
B&B Hotel Heidelberg (tel 06221-13720, 
www.hotelbb.de), south of the Hauptbahnhof 
at Rudolf-Diesel-Straße 7, offers singles/
doubles from €54.90/63.90 for early bookings 
to €61/71 (F-Sa €66/76) with three-bed and 
family rooms available at €91 (F-Sa €96). 
Parking and WLAN are free, but add €7.50/3 
for breakfast. Take bus 33 or tram 26 to 
Rudolf-Diesel-Straße, or walk 500m south on 
Speyerer Straße to Rudolf-Diesel-Straße.

Hotelo (tel 06221-6517739, www.hotelo-
heidelberg.de) is a small, bright and basic 
non-smoking property less than 1km from 
the Hauptbahnhof at Czernyring 42. Singles/
doubles start at €54/78, with breakfast €7 
extra. WLAN is free throughout and parking 
is available at €6 per night. Reception is 
open M-Su 7-23. Walk 200m south-east on 
Czernyring from Montpellierbrücke.

The large Hotel Ibis Heidelberg 
Hauptbahnhof (tel 06221-9130, www.ibis.
com) offers the basic, modern accommodation 
model, a short walk east of the Hauptbahnhof 
at Willy-Brandt-Platz 3. Single rooms start at 
€64 for advance online booking, doubles (or 
twins) at €73 (weekends €77/86). Breakfast is 
€10 per person extra. WLAN is available free 
throughout.

About 250m north of the Hauptbahnhof 
on the third floor at Alte Eppelheimer Straße 
50 is Steffis Hostel Heidelberg (tel 06221-
7782772, www.hostelheidelberg.de/en). There 
are mixed or women-only dorms of 10 beds 
(€18 per bed per night), eight beds (€20), 
five or six beds (€22-23) and four beds (€24). 
Lockers are included. A twin or double costs 
€60 (single in a double room €49) and the four-
bed family room costs €96 per night. Services 
include a common room, guest kitchen, free 
tea and coffee, laundry (€5), lockers, WLAN 
and internet terminals. Bicycles are available 
on €20 deposit.

Modern basic private hostel accommodation 
with bunks or beds is available about 300m 
west of the Hauptbahnhof at Eazy Hostel 
(tel 06221-8788240, www.eazy-hostel.com), 
at Eppelheimer Straße 12. The hostel offers 
singles or small doubles at €30 per person, plus 
standard doubles/three-bed/four-bed rooms at 
€35/28/25 per person. There is 24-hour access 
and free WLAN throughout. Walk 200m west 
on Eppelheimer Straße from Czernybrücke or 

take bus 22 to Czernybrücke Süd.
The highly rated Lotte – The Backpackers 

(tel 06221-7350725, www.lotte-heidelberg.
de) is in the Altstadt, right under the castle, 
at Burgweg 3. In the eight individually styled 
rooms, beds in five or six-bed dorms with a 
separate bathroom (women-only dorm and 
lockers available) start at €23. The double room 
cost starts at €64. The family room with one 
single bed costs from €27 per person. Linen is 
€1 per person extra. WLAN, a common room, 
kitchens, cereal breakfast, tea and coffee and 
a washing machine are provided. Take bus 33 
to Rathaus/Bergbahn and walk up the cobbled 
path.

The quaint touches of a restored historic 
building in the Altstadt centre are features of 
Pension Jeske (tel 06221-23733, pension-
jeske-heidelberg.de/en) at Mittelbadgasse 2 
just south of Marktplatz. The nine rooms of 
varying size sleep from one to three people at 
rates from €40 to €90 a night. The attic single 
offers a peek at the castle. Arriving guests 
punch a supplied code into an outside security 
box to get an access key (telephone contact 
is M-Su 10-20). Breakfast is not available, 

but coffee and tea is free, breakfast cafes 
are plentiful and stores are nearby. Bicycle 
shelter is available. Take bus 33 to Rathaus/
Bergbahn and walk north on Mittelbadgasse 
from Zwingerstraße.

Traditional German pension accom-
modation is on offer north of the Neckar 
at Gästehaus zu Herrenwiesen (tel 0176-
47045569, www.gasthaus-heidelberg.de) at 
Herrenwiesenstraße 3 in the Rohrbach district. 
Single/double/triple rooms without breakfast 
(all with private bathroom) cost €40/50/75  
with portable extra beds available. 
Cancellations (which must be in writing) two 
weeks before arrival cost 50% of full rate, 
the week before arrival full rate. Take tram 
23 or 24, or bus 28, 29 or M1 to Rohrbach 
Markt and walk 150m along Rathausstraße to 
Herrenwiesenstraße.

The big DJH hostel Jugendherberge 
Heidelberg International (tel 06221-651190) 
at Tiergartentraße 5 on the north bank of the 
Neckar has beds (including breakfast) starting 
at €27.10, but includes 32 twin rooms as well 
as family rooms. Full meals are also available. 
Take bus 31 to Jugendherberge.

PERFORMANCE
The Heidelberger Frühling spring music festival runs from mid-March until the  
end of April with a varied calendar of concerts and recitals by soloists,  
ensembles and orchestras. The program and tickets are available at  
www.heidelberger-fruehling.de. 

Heidelberger Schloßfestspiele (www.theaterheidelberg.de/festival/heidelberger-
schlossfestspiele) includes theatre, musicals, concerts and dance in the castle grounds 
from mid-June to mid-July.

Städtische Festspiele, Theaterstraße 4, is the chief venue for concerts, opera,  
operetta and theatre. Occasionally concert tickets are available at less than  
€10, but usually the price range, depending on seats, is €15-45. Visit  
www.theaterheidelberg.de for program and ticket sales, or go to the counter  
(tel 06221-5820000, M-Sa 11-18) at Theaterstraße 10.

For details of the frequent concerts and choir performances at Altstadt churches, visit  
www.ekihd.de/html/veranst/konzertkalender.html. University choirs also perform at 
churches and other city venues. Visit www.uni-heidelberg.de/capellacarolina/konzerte/
index_en.html. 

Sacred music (Sa 18.15) and organ concerts (Jun-Sep Su-F 17.15, May & Oct F & Su 
17.15) take place at Heiliggeistkirche.

The Bachtrack English website Heidelberg section (bachtrack.com/city/heidelberg) has 
current details for classical music, opera and dance in the city. 

The Neckar stone bridge Alte Brücke and the castle 
are illuminated for night atmosphere.
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